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CHAPTER 20.81

OIL WELLS

Sections:

20.81.010 Drilling Restricted - Designated Area.
20.81.020 Election Required for Permitted Area Alteration - Intent and Purpose.
20.81.030 Fire Prevention.
20.81.040 Creating Nuisance Prohibited.
20.81.050 Watchman Required.

20.81.010 Drilling Restricted -Designated Area

No person shall erect or construct oil drilling derricks or oil drilling equipment within the City, or
shall drill from the surface or by subterranean drilling, for oil, petroleum, tar, gas or other
hydrocarbon substances within the City, or shall build or establish refineries for the purpose of
refining petroleum, oil, gas, tar or other hydrocarbon substances within the City; except, that it shall
be lawful under the provisions hereof to drill for oil, petroleum, tar, gas or other hydrocarbon
substances by slant drilling or subterranean drilling in and under the area hereinafter described;
provided, that the drilling sites shall be located outside of the City limits and that such drilling shall
be at a vertical depth of at least 400 feet below the ground surface within the area mentioned and
hereafter described.

That the area in the City in which slant drilling or subterranean drilling shall be permitted, under the
terms hereof, is described as being:

All that area lying northwesterly of the southeasterly line of 53rd Street, and the northeasterly and southwesterly
prolongations of the southeasterly line of 53rd Street, as 53rd Street is laid out and shown upon a map of Ocean
Front Tract, recorded in Book 4, Page 12 of Miscellaneous Maps, Records of Orange County, California, and a map
of River Section, recorded in Book 4, Page 25 of Miscellaneous Maps, Records of Orange County.  (1949 Code
' 9124).

20.81.020 Election Required for Permitted Area Alteration - Intent and Purpose

Any proposed change in or expansion of the area within the City of Newport Beach in which slant
drilling or subterranean drilling is allowed by Section 20.81.010 shall first be submitted to the
qualified electors of the City of Newport Beach for approval or disapproval.  If a majority of the
qualified electors vote in favor of such a question, then and only then shall the City Council have the
power to act on such question.  This section shall apply only to the boundaries of the City of Newport
Beach as they exist on April 13, 1954, together with any territory in the process of annexation on said
date.  This section shall not apply retroactively to any drilling operation or contract entered into prior
to the effective date of this section.
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It is specifically declared that it is the intention of this section that it shall apply solely to the question
of a change in or expansion of the area in which slant or subterranean drilling is permitted and shall
not apply to any other question involving the drilling for or production of oil, gas or other
hydrocarbon substances within or under the City of Newport Beach, or its tide and submerged lands.

20.81.030 Fire Prevention

Every person who was at the effective date of Ordinance 372 conducting, carrying on, maintaining
or engaging in any of the businesses designated in Section 20.81.010, and who continues such
operation, shall conduct the same so as to prevent fire hereby or therefrom which may endanger,
injure or destroy the property of any person within the City.

20.81.040 Creating Nuisance Prohibited

No person shall conduct within the City any of the businesses enumerated in Section 20.81.010 in
such manner that the noise, smell, odor or gas produced thereby obstructs the free use and enjoyment
by others of their property.

No person shall permit any of the businesses enumerated in Section 20.81.010 to become offensive
to the senses or to permit the same to interfere with the complete enjoyment of life or property by
others.

20.81.050 Watchman Required

No person shall permit or allow a standing derrick or other oil drilling equipment upon any lands
within the City without a watchman in constant charge and attendance, and the leaving of any well,
whether in operation or not, without a watchman in constant charge and attendance, shall be and
constitute a nuisance within the meaning of this chapter, which nuisance may be abated.


